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WOW!!!  Even a week after the event, I am still over-
joyed at the Walk for Autism! Not only did the 
weather cooperate beautifully, but we had a record 
turnout and raised the most money ever raised at 
an ASK event! We cannot thank you enough for 
surprising us with your continued generosity and 
support! The autism community in West Michigan is 
truly the best, and I am thankful to be a part of it. 
 

These funds are coming at a great time as all of our 
family events, social programs, scholarships, law 
enforcement training, Project Lifesaver program, 
support groups, and need for resources are grow-
ing. We serve almost double the families that we 
served just 6ñ7 years ago, and we are grateful for 
your financial help so that we can meet the needs 
of all of those families. Thank you again! 

Special thanks to our generous Walk for Autism 
Presenting Sponsor, Autism Alliance of Michigan 
(AAoM). AAoM is an organization that offers many 
helpful and useful resources throughout Michigan, 
most notably their Navigator program that helps 
family navigate the world of autism. Check out their 
website for more information: www.aaomi.org 
 

Thank you to the many walkers who raise funds 
through their teams. We are especially amazed by 
the hard work and generosity of Team Deke, Team 
Charlie's Angels, and Team Ethan, who've collective-
ly raised almost $10,000 for the Walk for Autism!  
You guys are awesome! 
 

Without the many sponsoring businesses and fami-
lies and dedicated volunteers, this event and most 
of what we do would not be possible. Because we 
exist solely on donations, we are indebted to our 
sponsors and donors, and we thank you for sup-
porting what we do! 
 

We have some fun summer activities planned, and 
lots going on, as always, so check out this newslet-
ter. We would welcome the opportunity to hear 
what you'd like to see ASK do, and if you want to be 
more involved, please let me know. Take care ñ 
hope to see you soon!  
 

Pam Liggett 
ASK Executive Director  

Calendar: 

Board Meetings 
ASK Officeñ2505 Ardmore SE 

Grand Rapids, 49506 

6:30 p.m., Public welcome. 

Å  June 10, 2019 
 
 

Events:  
 

Parent Support Group 

Å  May 14, 2019 

 

Connorõs Friends at GRCM 

Å  May 22, 2019 
 

Spanish-Speaking Support 

Group (See page 4)  

Å  June 11, 2019 
  
Golf Outing 

Å  July 26, 2019  
 

Summer EventsñStay tuned to 

Facebook for announcements 

of upcoming Summer Events! 

(SkyZone, Arts In Motion, and 

Hearts for the Arts)!  

 AUTISM SUPPORT OF KENT COUNTY  

 

Each and every year, we are humbled by the individuals and companies who financially             

and otherwise support what we do. They constantly surprise us with their amazing                      

generosity. To recognize these people, we have created two annual awards: 

HERO AWARD 
 

This award is presented to the individual who has 
gone above and beyond for people with autism, 
who truly gives without limits, and who has done 
something extraordinary. This yearõs HERO AWARD 
FOR AUTISM goes to a team of dedicated, talent-
ed, and caring legal professionals, Dan Blauw and 
Sarah Kirkpatrick. Dan and Sarah exemplify all 
that is good in the practice of law. They have been 
a friend to autism families and to our organization 
for many years, often acting as a resource even for 
people outside of their client base. We are grateful 
to have people like Dan and Sarah walk alongside 
our autism families. Thank you for all you do! 

COMMUNITY PARTNER AWARD 
 

This award goes to a business that has been loyal 
to us for many years, J & H Family Stores. They are 
consistently one of the most generous companies 
in West Michigan, as they offer funds to small or-
ganizations through their Community Kickback 
Campaign each and every month. They have given 
us a boost to our bottom line by offering some 
much-needed funds. Asking nothing in return, they 
offer us a funding source that we can count on. We 
operate with a skeleton crew and each of our vol-
unteers does a lot for this organization, so we 
greatly appreciate having something come to us ñ 
just because. Thank you, J & H Family Stores, for 
your loyal support of the work that we do! 

 

 

 

Dan Blauw, Emily Sexton, 

and Sarah Kirkpatrick 
Abigail Albers 

J & H Oil Company 

http://www.aaomi.org
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Visit our website to view and/or  
download the ASK Community  

Resource Directory: 
www.autismsupportofkentcounty.org  

 

 

Support Group Meetings 
 

Our Support Group Meetings are open to              

everyone. Please join us ñ no reservation                

necessary!  
 

Unless otherwise stated, all Support Group 

Meetings are held at 7:00 pm at the new 

ASK Office at 2505 Ardmore Street SE, 

Grand Rapids, 49506 (lower level).  
 

The next Support Group Meeting is  

 May 14. See page 4 for more information.  
 

Contact Pam at (616) 752-8577 
for questions or more information. 

Remember ASK in Your Estate Plan 
 

We often receive gifts in memory of an individual who has 

been touched by autism. Thank you to these special families 

who think of ASK at such a sad time.    

 

Please remember ASK in your estate plans, too. These gifts  

are treated with the utmost care and respect. Contact us at 

616-752-8577 for more information on how you can include 

ASK in your  charitable giving plans. 

If youõd like to get on the ASK email    

list, send your email address to 

pam@autismsupportofkentcounty.org   
 

You will receive advance notifications  

of ASK events and wonõt miss out on 

any of the fun and educational  

opportunities that we offer!  

http://www.autismsupportofkentcounty.org
mailto:pam@autismsupportofkentcounty.org
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When you shop at AmazonSmile 

and designate Autism Support of 

Kent County as your charity,  

Amazon will donate 0.5% of your 

purchase to ASK. For more infor-

mation, and to add ASK as your 

charity of choice, visit: 

http://smile.amazon.com   

 

Thank you and  

happy shopping!  

 

PARENT SUPPORT GROUP FOR SPANISH-

SPEAKING PARENTS AND CAREGIVERS   
 

Tuesday, June 11 at 6:30 p.m.  

 

New Location: 
Mi Casita Counseling Center Office 

3168 Kalamazoo Ave SE, Suite 101, Grand Rapids 49508 

 

Join us to hear about resources for individuals with autism, learn 

about programs and services, and connect with other parents 

and caregivers. This group will be conducted entirely in Spanish. 

For more information, please contact Carmen at (616) 710-7368 

or cjojejuc@gmail.com. This group is supported by Autism Sup-

port of Kent County: www.AutismSupportOfKentCounty.org  

 

 

GRUPO DE APOYO PARA PADRES Y TUTORES 
 

Martes 11 de junio a las 6:30 p.m.  

 

Nueva Ubicacion: 
Mi Casita Counseling Center Office 

3168 Kalamazoo Ave SE, Suite 101, Grand Rapids 49508 

 

Únase a nosotros para escuchar sobre recursos para personas 

con autismo, aprender sobre programas y servicios y conectarse 

con otros padres y tutores.  Este grupo se realizará ínteramente 

en español. Para obtener más información, póngase en contacto 

con Carmen al (616) 710-7368 o cjojejuc@gmail.com. Este 

grupo es auspiciado por Autism Support of Kent County:  

www.AutismSupportOfKentCounty.org 

http://smile.amazon.com
http://www.AutismSupportOfKentCounty.org
http://www.AutismSupportOfKentCounty.org
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