
 

 Volume 3 
Issue 1  

The Voice 
P. O. Box 150348 
Grand Rapids, MI 49515 

The Newsletter of Autism Support of Kent County  

Just because you cannot speak does not mean you have nothing to say. 

January/  
February 2012  

  

Board Meetings ðKISD 
Educ. Service Center      

6:30 p.m. Public welcome.  
 

January 9, 2012  
February 6, 2012  

March 5, 2012  
April 9, 2012  
May 7, 2012  
June 4, 2012  
 

Events:  
 

Griffins Autism Awareness Night  

   January 20, 2012  
Creston Autism Awareness Games  
   February 24, 2012  
Easter Egg Hunt  
   March 24, 2012  
Walk for Autism Awareness  

   April 29, 2012  
Golf Classic  

   August 6, 2012  

  Published 5 times a year 

CALENDAR  

 

On January 20th, in cooperation with Lake Michigan 

Credit Union, ASK is hosting an Autism Awareness 
Night at the Grand Rapids Griffins.   
 

For $10.00 you can purchase a game ticket and 

support autism awareness. Thanks to the sup-
port of Lake Michigan Credit Union, 100% of the 

ticket purchase price will go directly to ASK and  
its programs!  
 

On game night, ASK will be selling ñThrow for Doughò 

pucks. For only $1.00 , you can purchase a hockey 
puck and ñThrow for Doughò to support ASK! 

  
  

For ticket information, please contact:   

Paul McNamara, 616 -301 -6398  
pmcnamara@trivalentgroup.com  

Autism Awareness 
Night at the  

Grand Rapids Griffins  
 

Friday, January 20, 2012  
Van Andel Arena ð7 p.m.  

Griffins vs. Lake Erie Monsters  

 

 

At Friday night games, enjoy $1 
hot dogs and $1  domestic drafts 

from 6 -8 p.m., while supplies last.  
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The ASD Parent Support Group will 
meet on Thursday,  January 26  and 
Thursday, February 16 , from 6:30 - 
9:00 p.m. at KISD in the Educational 
Service Center (ESC). Speakers for 
one or both meetings to be an-
nounced. Please park in Lot #11.        
               
Our group is a great place to share experiences, 
information, resources, network, and to lend 
support to each other. Please feel free to bring 
books to share, as well as materials from recent 
conferences you may have attended, or share 
information about new therapies that you have 
learned about or tried. Parents are the greatest 
resource for information. Please tell friends and 
family about the Support Group and contact us if 
you have any questions. 
     

 

Kent Intermediate School District (KISD)  
2930 Knapp NE  

Grand Rapids, MI 49525  
 (616) 364 -1333  

www.kentisd.org  

 

To be notified of the date and location of the 
monthly morning Parent Support Group meetings, 

please email your contact information to us at  
asdsuppgrpkentcounty@yahoo.com. 
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We ask that parents arrange for childcare as this              
meeting is for parents/caregivers only. The email                

address for the Support Group is:                     
asdsuppgrpkentcounty@yahoo.com 

 

Heart of West Michigan United Way investors can 
choose to designate all or part of their annual contri-
butions to Autism Support of Kent County. To desig-
nate your gift to ASK, use the United Way  Designation 
Form and write: Autism Support of Kent County, 
Grand Rapids, Michigan. Thank you!  
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Creston Varsity Basketball  
   Autism Awareness Night 

 

   Friday, February 24, 2012 
  

 

Come on out and support Creston High School and the Lowell 
Red Arrows Boysô and Girlsô Varsity Basketball teams and 
help to spread autism awareness!  
 

The event is Friday, February 24th, at Creston High School. Doors 
open at 5:15 p.m. The girls tip off at 6 p.m. and the boysô game  
follows at 8:00 p.m.  
 

Students in attendance are eligible to win prizes. Half time events 

may include free throw shooting contests and drawings for prizes. 
Autism awareness products such as tee -shirts, pins, and car mag-
nets will be for sale.  
 

Tickets are $5.00 each and are available at the door.  $1 from each 
ticket sold will be donated to ASK.  
 

Can't attend but want to support us? ... Visit the ASK Facebook page 
and click on the ñDonationò tab!   

Creston High School  

1720 Plainfield Ave NE  
Grand Rapids, MI 49505  

616 - 819 - 2424   
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Large Car Magnet  

Size: 4" x 8"  

$5.00  

Mini Magnet  

Size: 2ò x 4ò 

$3.00  
 

To order your magnet(s) and/or             
pin(s), please send a check or money    

order payable to:  
 

Autism Support of Kent County  
 P. O. Box 150348  

Grand Rapids, MI 49515  
 

Shipping is included in the prices. Please      

enclose correct total and specify items               
ordered and complete delivery instructions.                  

Thank you!  

AUTISM AWARENESS 
PRODUCTS  

Lapel Pin  

Size: 1 1/4" x 3/4"   

$5.00  

 

Visit our website to view and/or  

download the  

Community Resource Directory :  

 

www.autismsupportofkentcounty.org  

 

 

Sensory Friendly  Films 

presents  
 

The Adventures of Tintin  
Saturday, January 7, 2012   

 

 

 

 

 
  

The Secret World of Arrietty  
Saturday, February 25, 2012  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

10:00 a.m.  

AMC Star Grand Rapids  

3000 Alpine Avenue NW, GR  49544   
 

 Tickets are $4 and can be purchased at                    

the door on the day of the event.  
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Events and Resources  

 

Michigan Council for Exceptional Children  
72nd Statewide Special Education Conference  

February 29 ðMarch 2, 2012  

Grand Plaza Hotel, Grand Rapids, MI  

Workshops start at 8:30 am on Wednesday. Keynote 

address starts at 10:50 am on Thursday. A draft of the 

breakout sessions is available on the website. Make  

reservations online at www.michigancec.org.  

 

ñItôs Tablet Timeò ð A Workshop for Parents 

& Providers of Children with Special Needs  
Learn to use an iPad or tablet device with your child. 

Presenter: Kindy Segovia, OTR Assistive technology 

Coordinator, Kent ISD  

Saturday March 3, 2012  

Grand Valley State University Downtown ï Pew Cam-

pus, DeVos Center, 401 W. Fulton, Grand Rapids, MI  

Explore options with vendors who will be there for the 

day. $10 Registration Fee. Watch for more information 

at http://kentisdat.pbworks.com. For questions, email 

CarlaBaker@Kentisd.org or call: 365 -2310.  

 

Autism Research Institute  

Spring Conference 2012   
New York/New Jersey  

April 26 ð29, 2012  

General Sessions, Science Sessions, Practitioner Semi-

nars, Early Childhood, School Age and Adult Issues, 

Nutrition.   www.ariconference.com  

 

Autism Society of Michigan  
2012 Spring Conference  
Featuring Temple Grandin  

May 21, 2012 ð9:00 am to 3:00 pm  

Crowne Plaza, 5700 28th Street SE, Grand Rapids, MI  

To register: (517) 882 -2800 or www.autism -mi.org  

 

Autism One/Generation Rescue  
Conference 2012  
May 23 ð27, 2012  

Lombard, IL  

www.autismone.org  

CONFERENCES  

and  

WORKSHOPS   

    

Parents Night Out  
A Program for Children  

with Autism and Cognitive     
Impairments  

 
Visser Family YMCA  

Friday, January 13: 5 ð10 p.m.  

3540 Fairlanes SW, Grandville, MI  

Pizza, swimming, gym time, crafts, movie & 

popcorn! School -aged children and siblings      

(2 months to 12 years). Call 530 -9199 for    

cost and registration.  

 

 
Save the Date!  

Movie Premier  
January 23, 2012  

Celebration Cinema North, 

Grand Rapids  

 

 

 

See A Smile As Big As the Moon , the inspir-

ing true story of 20 local students with special 

needs and their incredible journey to NASAôs 

Space Camp.  Donôt miss the exciting red car-

pet activities and exclusive movie screening.  

Tickets on sale soon! Sponsored by Kent ISD.  

Autism Support of Kent County is pleased to 

acknowledge a donation made to ASK from 

the Mall Family Foundation in the amount 

of $5,000. This donation was made possible 

by Jodi Mitchell and Todd Mall and is in-

tended to support the Music Therapy pro-

gram. We are very grateful for this generous 

donation! We could not exist without the 

support of individuals and organizations who 

partner with us in our efforts 

to improve the lies of persons 

with Autism Spectrum Disor-

der. Thank you for your gen-

erosity!  


