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The ASK Holiday Party will  

be on Monday, December 5, at 

the East Grand Rapids Middle 
School  Cafeteria, beginning    

at 6:30 p.m.  

Reservations are required!    

Please call the ASK phone line at 

616-752 -8577 and leave your last 

name and the number of children 

and adults attending . Also, please 

leave your phone number in case we 

need to contact you.  

See you there!       

CALENDAR  

2425 Lake Dr SE   



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The ASD Parent Support Group will meet on Thursday,    
November 17,  from 6:30 - 9:00 p.m. at KISD in the Educa-

tional Service Center (ESC).  Please park in Lot #11.        
               
We are very happy to have as our returning guest speaker, 
Sandy Koteskey, Board Certified Music Therapist from the 
Franciscan Life Process Center (FLPC) in Lowell. Sandy will 
talk to us about the many benefits of Music Therapy. Individu-
als with the diagnosis of ASD often show a heightened inter-
est and response to music, making music therapy an excel-
lent therapeutic tool. Some of the ways that Music Therapy 
can benefit individuals are: facilitate verbal and non-verbal 
communication, reduce anxiety, increase focusing abilities, 
reinforce academic concepts, and promote creative self-
expression and emotional satisfaction.  
 

Autism Support of Kent County (ASK) promotes and sup-
ports Music Therapy. ASK helps to fund Music Therapy, 
which is provided to ASD classrooms in Kent County by the 
certified Music Therapists from FLPC. Sandy will present 
from 6:30 until 8:00 pm. The FLPC has produced a C.D.   
entitled "The Tree in The Valley." It contains 10 tracks, which 
feature original and traditional tunes, including goals and ob-
jectives. This C.D. can be used in both group and individual 
Music Therapy sessions. Sandy will be bringing some copies 
with her. The cost of the C.D. is $10. All proceeds will go to 
the Music Therapy Department at FLPC.  
 

For more information about the FLPC, please visit: 
www.lifeprocesscenter.org. To read about Music Therapy, 
visit the ASK website at: www.autismsupportofkent- 
county.org and click on ñMusic Therapy.ò Please feel free  to 
tell fellow parents and friends about our Support Group. We 
will have our meeting following Sandy's presentation. 
 

 *Please note that we will not be meeting in the month   
of December as  it is a very busy month for our families.  

 

Kent Intermediate School District (KISD)  
2930 Knapp NE  

Grand Rapids, MI 49525  
 (616) 364 -1333  

www.kentisd.org  

 

To be notified of the date and location of the 
monthly morning Parent Support Group meetings, 

please email your contact information to us at  
asdsuppgrpkentcounty@yahoo.com. 
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We ask that parents arrange for childcare as this              
meeting is for parents/caregivers only. The email                

address for the Support Group is:                     
asdsuppgrpkentcounty@yahoo.com 

 

Heart of West Michigan United Way investors can 
choose to designate all or part of their annual contri-
butions to Autism Support of Kent County. To desig-
nate your gift to ASK, use the United Way  Designation 
Form and write: Autism Support of Kent County, 
Grand Rapids, Michigan. Thank you!  
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Connorôs Friends, a special night for chil-
dren and families affected by autism, is 
back again this year on Wednesday, No-

vember 16 from 6:00 ð8:00 p.m. at the 
Grand Rapids Childrenôs Museum.  

 
To prepare for the Connorôs Friends eve-
ning, both floors of the Museum will be 

modified to create unique spaces with spe-
cial sensory activities. This year a grant 

from the Baldwin Foundation has provided 
for the installation of large, permanent 
hanging roller shades to be used through-

out the Museum, reducing noise and visual 
stimulation. A music therapist will also be 

on hand during Connorôs Friends to per-
form calming music and interact with the 
children. Special sensory activities will be 

added to the Museumôs current exhibits, 
and themed activity tents will be on display 

for children who wish to engage in individ-
ual play. Free valet parking will be pro-

vided, as well, to ease the transition be-
tween home and the Museum.  
 

A special committee of autism experts 
guided the planning of the unique spaces 

so children will feel relaxed and at ease as 
they play and explore. Nursing, occupa-
tional therapy, and education student vol-

unteers will also be on hand throughout 
the evening.  

 
This event was made possible by     
Autism Support of Kent County         

and Amway.  

 
Attendance is limited and reservations 

are required  to attend Connorôs 
Friends.   This event is FREE for all 

families involved.  Please note, if you are 
unable to attend the event, please cancel 

your reservation immediately to make 
room for families on our waiting list.      
 

For more information about Connorôs 
Friends, to make your reservation, or 

to volunteer at the event, please call 
616 - 235 - 4726 ext. 212 or email 

msierz@grcm.org . 

 

 

 

Connorõs Friends 
 

November 16, 2011 
 

6:00ñ8:00 p.m. 
Attendance Free 

with RSVP 
Free Valet Parking 
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Large Car Magnet  

Size: 4" x 8"  

$5.00  

Mini Magnet  

Size: 2ò x 4ò 

$3.00  
 

To order your magnet(s) and/or             
pin(s), please send a check or money    

order payable to:  
 

Autism Support of Kent County  
 P. O. Box 150348  

Grand Rapids, MI 49515  
 

Shipping is included in the prices. Please      

enclose correct total and specify items               
ordered and complete delivery instructions.                  

Thank you!  

AUTISM AWARENESS 
PRODUCTS  

Lapel Pin  

Size: 1 1/4" x 3/4"   

$5.00  

 

Visit our website to view and/or  

download the  

Community Resource Directory :  

 

www.autismsupportofkentcounty.org  

 

 

Sensory Friendly  Films 

presents  
 

Puss In Boots  
Saturday, November 5, 2011   

 

 

 

 

 

 The Muppets  
Saturday, December 3, 2011  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

10:00 a.m.  

AMC Star Grand Rapids  

3000 Alpine Avenue NW, GR  49544   
 

 Tickets are $4 and can be purchased at                    

the door on the day of the event.  



CONFERENCES  

and  

WORKSHOPS   
 

 

 

 
National Autism Conference  
November 10 ð13, 2011  

TradeWinds Resort, St. Pete Beach, Florida  

Speakers include: Devin Houston, Raun Kaufman,  

William Shaw, Chantal Sicile -Kira  and Andrew Wake-

field   www.nationalautismconference.org  

 
ASM/ACC Focus Series  

Communication and Visual Supports        
for Non - Verbal Communicators  
November 17, 2011     9:30 am -  3:30 pm  

Autism Collaborative Center, located at the old 

Fletcher School, 1055 Cornell, Ypsilanti, MI 48197  

A series of six workshops designed to assist parents, 

educators, and community service providers who 

support persons on the autism spectrum. This ses-

sion will explore various ñappsò available for IPods, 

the advantages of video modeling, the pros and cons 

of PECS (Picture Exchange Communication System), 

and the importance of using a visual schedule and 

other visual supports.  Each of these trainings is 

$25.00 for non -ASM members and $20.00 for cur-

rent ASM members. www.autism -mi.org  
 
 

Special Needs Trusts and Specialized       
Financial Planning  
December 1, 2011    6:00 p.m. ð7:30 p.m.  

Masonic Temple, 233 E. Fulton, Grand Rapids, MI  

4th floor East Dining Room  

*Parking is attached, covered and free.  

Hosted by The ARC of Kent County and the Down 

Syndrome Association of West Michigan. Through 

use of case studies, the most up - to -date Michigan 

information applicable, and details of best practices, 

this session will emphasize the importance of early 

financial planning for families, choosing the right 

team of advisors, and using special needs trusts     

to build a foundation for flexible and self - fulfilled   

futures. RSVP to Lacey:   616 -956 -3488 or                     

coordinator@dsawm.org .  

 
 
 

 

"Autism and Your Church" by       

Barbara J. Newman is a resource 

from Friendship Ministries. This work-

book offers practical ways to welcome 

and include people with  autism spec-

trum disorders (ASD) into the full life 

of a congregation. Newman offers 

these suggestions  for monitoring the 

sensory input in your church    environment: Provide 

a "reset" area, offer "break time" instead of imposing 

"time out,ò don't insist  on eye contact, weigh the 

effects of touch, add rocking chairs and trampolines, 

and think along with an individual. "Autism and Your 

Church" is available from Friendship Ministries at 

www.friendship.org and Amazon.com.  
 

 

ñMusic For The Soulò  
Saturday, November 5, 2:30 p.m. and 4:30p.m.  

Kretschmer Recital Hall, Aquinas Art & Music Center  

The Aquinas College Music Department and School of 

Education, Franciscan Life Process Center, and The 

Diocese of Grand Rapids Faith Formation Office pre-

sent a very special concert by invitation only to our 

special needs community. Please contact  Betsey In-

graham in the AMC Main Office to secure tickets and 

for more information: call 616 -632 -2413 or email 

betsey.ingraham@aquinas.edu.  
 

 

After School Hang Out  
Friday, November 11, 2011, 4:00 ð6:00 p.m.  

The Center For Childhood Development  

7086 8th Avenue, Jenison, MI  

For adolescents ages 11 -15 years. An opportunity to 

ñhang outò and socialize after school in a fun and 

safe environment. We will have board games, sport-

ing equipment, and a movie projector set up. This 

event will be run by an occupational therapist and 

several assistants/volunteers at the Center for Child-

hood Development.  The groups will provide opportu-

nities to develop peer relationships and socializa-

tion  skills.  Cost: $30 per youth. Call 616 -  667 -9551 

or email janene@thecenterforcd.com to reserve a 

spot!  
 

  

 

 

 

  Page 5                                                            The Voice                                 November/December 2011  

Events and Resources  

http://www.nationalautismconference.org/speakerbios.htm#Chantal
mailto:coordinator@dsawm.org


Gymco      

Fun Day  
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