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CALENDAR

Board Meetings—1st Monday*
of every month, unless noted,
at KISD Educ. Service Center,
6:30 p.m.—Public welcome:

January 3, 2011
February 7, 2011
March 7, 2011
April 11, 2011
May 2, 2011

*New day this year!

EVENTS

A Mother’s Courage: Talking Back to
Autism
February 16, 2011
KISD
Creston Autism Awareness Night
February 25, 2011
Creston High School
Walk for Autism Awareness
April 17, 2011
Kuyper College
Easter Egg Hunt
April 23, 2011
Picnic
June 7, 2011
Golf Classic
August 1, 2011
The Highlands
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Join us for a free screening . . ..

A Mother’s

Courage:
Talking Back to Autism

Wednesday, February 16, 2011
6:300 9:00 p.m.
Grand Room o6 Educational
Service Center, KISD (see map
on page 2)

Movie begins at 6:30, followed by
a question and answer session

A Mot hero6s Courage
To Autism

A Mother’s Courage: Talking Back to Autism (a.k.a The Sunshine
Boy), a documentary by Fridrik Thor Fridriksson and narrated by
Kate Winslet, tells the story of Margret, a mother who has done
everything in her power to help her son. Keli is 11 years old and
severely autistic-hi s mot her doesné6t even
Icelandic, let alone other languages. Even if Margret holds no un-
realistic expectations on behalf of Keli, she has the quenchless
thirst for knowledge about the mysterious and complex condition
that autism undeniably is. Along the way, Margret meets other
families and hears their unique stories about how they too have
been touched by autism.

On a course set to include the U.S. and Europe, she meets with
scientists in the field of autism and autism therapies and the par-
ents of autistic children who share her passion: to break down the
wall between the children and the surrounding world. This journey
becomes lengthier and more dramatic than she envisioned at the
start. During the trip, she catches a glimpse of hope that her son
can be helped to a larger degree than previously assumed.

Perhaps it is possible to break down the wall of autism and get to
know the individual behind it?

To find our Facebook page,
simply type Autism Support of
Kent Countyi n t he *“ Se
located in the upper left corner.

Click on “1like"”
and receive updates. Be sure to
tell your friends and family!

Creston High School
Autism Awareness Night
February 25, 2011

t o Duwihdthe Gifls and BEys Basketball Games
Raffles, contests, and fun!
More information to follow!
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- The ASD Parent Support Group will be meeting on i KCTC s
Thursday, January 20th, from 6:30 - 9:00 p.m. at j
KISD in the Board Room of the Educational Service -
Center (ESC). Please park in Lot #11. ey il
Exit #36
We will not be having a guest speaker this month. Our .
Support Group is a great place to share experiences, K ’W LEONARD N.E
information, resources, network and lend support to — —
each other. Please feel free to bring books to share as 4
well as materials from recent conferences you may have - 1.196
attended or share information about new therapies that \) Exit# 36
you have learned about or tried. Parents are the great- ’
est resource for information. -
To Holland Exit #38
Please tell friends and families about the Support Group
and contact me if you have any questions. ~
- T T T T T T T T T T T T T | /
| To be notified of the date and location of the monthly | Exit #38
| morning Parent Support Group meetings, please |
| email your contact information to us at :
: asdsuppgrpkentcounty@yahoo.com. I
L I Kent Intermediate School District (KISD)

2930 Knapp NE
Grand Rapids, Ml 49525
We ask that parents arrange for childcare as (616) 364 -1333
this meeting is for parents/caregivers only. www.kentisd.org

The email address for the Support Group is:
asdsuppgrpkentcounty@yahoo.com

Heart of West Michigan United Way investors can
_— choose to designate all or part of their annual con-
Heart of West Michigan tributions to Autism Support of Kent County. To

L . . .

\h’ designate your gift to ASK, use the United Way

@ U n It'Ed ay Designation Form and write: Autism Support of
Kent County, Grand Rapids, Michigan. Thank you!
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ASK Holiday Party

A very special thank  -you to an anonymous donor who contributed

$500 and to Helen Cannon, who helps us obtain a donation every
year . This donation was made in memory of
Michael Cannon, Sr.

Thanks to these volun-
teers who generously
gave their time to help
with serving and
setup/cleanup:

Thanks to these
generous donors:
Kim Laskus
Applause Catering
Forest Hills Foods

Kim Laskus

Thanks to East
ASK Board Members

Grand Rapids
Middle School for
the use of its

cafeteria.

A special thank you to Chris
Andrus for providing the
musical entertainment!
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AUTISM AWARENESS
PRODUCTS

Large Car Magnet
Size: 4" x 8"
$5.00

Mini Magnet Lapel Pin
Size: 20 Yizetd 1/4" x 3/4"
$3.00 $5.00

To order your magnet(s) and/or
pin(s), please send a check or money
order payable to:

Autism Support of Kent County
P. O. Box 150348
Grand Rapids, MI 49515

Shipping is included in the prices. Please enclose
correct total and specify items ordered and
complete delivery instructions. Thank you!

Visit our website to view/download the
Community Resource Directory:

www.autismsupportofkentcounty.org

aAmoC

THEATRES.

Sensory Friendly Films

presents

Yog/ Bear
Saturday, January 8, 2011

Gnomeo and Juliet
Saturday, February 12, 2011

10:00 a.m.
AMC Star Grand Rapids
3000 Alpine Avenue NW, GR 49544

Tickets are $4 and can be purchased at the door
on the day of the event.
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CONFERENCES
and
WORKSHOPS

Calvin College presents . . .

Temple Grandin

Monday, January 10, 2011
Calvin College
Covenant Fine Arts Center
3201 Burton SE Grand Rapids

Ms. Grandin is the most accomplished and well-
known adult with autism in the world. An expert
on animal behavior, she has designed humane
handling systems for half the cattle-processing
facilities in the US and consults with the meat in-
dustry to develop animal welfare guidelines. She
is an Associate Professor of Animal Science at
Colorado State University, a prominent author and
speaker, and was recently nhamed as one of the 25
"Heroes" in this years' Time 100 annual list of the
world's most influential people. An HBO movie was
recently made about her life starring actress Clare
Danes. For information about the Calvin College
January Series, please visit:
www.calvin.edu/january/

ASM Fall Focus Workshop:

Autism Spectrum Disorders and

Sensory Issues

Thursday, January 13, 2011

9:30 am - 3:30 pm

Autism Collaborative Center

Old Fletcher School

1055 Cornell, Ypsilanti, MI 48197

This workshop will assist family members and
educational staff in understanding sensory distur-
bances and also discussing the necessary sensory
activities that can take place in the home, school
and community to ease those sensory distur-
bances. Presenters: Pamela Lemerand and Au-
tism Collaborative Center Staff. Contact: Candice
Ferris, asminr@autism-mi.org. (517) 882-2800.
Register online at www.autism-mi.org.

Michigan Council for Exceptional
Children — 71st Annual Conference
March 2 8 4, 2011

Grand Plaza Hotel, Grand Rapids, MI

A draft of the breakout sessions for the 71st
Annual MCEC Conference is now available on
the website. Make your reservations online at
www.michigancec.org.

Awareness Home Funding
Charity Gridiron Challenge

Our sincere thanks go to David Trierweiler
who participated in the AHF Charity Gridiron
Challenge and was a winner! In addition to a
small prize for the winner, Awareness Home
Funding contributes $250 to the charity of
choice of the winner, and David designated
Autism Support of Kent County as his charity
of choice. Accepting the $250 check from
Shawn DeVries of AHF is ASK President Rick
Elias. Thanks David!!




Autism Support of Kent County
P.O. Box 150348
Grand Rapids, Ml 49515-0348

616-752-8577
Website: www.autismsupportofkentcounty.org
Email: askkentcty@aol.com
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Disclaimers

Articles, conferences, workshops, presenters or
information contained in this newsletter or at
meetings are not endorsed by Autism Support of
Kent County. Articles occasionally offer informa-
tion about medical/pharmacological research,
treatment and therapies or legal issues. This in-
formation is given for informational purposes and
is not intended to act as a substitute for profes-
sional advice. Readers are encouraged to consult
with their own practitioners for individual or spe-
cific advice.

For a donation of $25 (or more) to ASK, you
are entitled to receive a free Autism Awareness
lapel pin. This metal cloisonné painted
puzzle lapel pin is a great way to help spread
awareness about autism. Send your donations
to ASK, P. O. Box 150348, Grand Rapids, MI,
49515. Please be sure to request
your pin or pins.

Thank you for your support!

The puzzle pattern of this ribbon reflects the mys-
tery and complexity of autism. The different colors
and shapes represent the diversity of people and
families living with this disorder. This bold, bright
Autism Awareness Ribbon signals hope - hope
in research and hope in increasing awareness
through people like you.

Autism Support
of Kent County



