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Autism  Support  of Kent County  

Walk For  
Autism Awareness  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sunday, April 25, 2010  
12:00 noon to 4:00 p.m.  

Kuyper College ï 3333 E. Beltline, Grand Rapids, MI  49525  
The event will be held Rain or Shine!  

 

Welcome to our Walk for Autism Awareness .  We intend this event to be a 
forum for Autism Spectrum Disorder (ASD) families and our community to 

unite in an effort to direct attention to how ASD affects our lives and what we 
can do to help. We will also have a Resource Fair featuring local service 

providers/exhibitors.  Our Resource Fair will provide an excellent opportunity 
for families to gather information about the variety of services and products 

offered in our area. There will be activities for all ages, live music and raffles. 

 

 

Schedule of activities:  

Registration is at 12:00 noon.       
The Resource Fair will be held  
during our entire eventð12:00  
noon to 4:00 p.m. The Walk will 

commence at 1:00 p.m. 

Thank you for your support.  

Autism Support of Kent County 
is committed to raising public 

awareness about Autism Spec-
trum Disorder and helping to 
educate and empower our  

families.  

April is National Autism 
Awareness  Month!  

http://www.kuyper.edu/default.aspx


Support Group  
Meetings  

 

The ASD Parent Support Group will be meeting on 
Thursday, March 18, 2010 , from 6:30 - 9:00 p.m. at 
KISD in the Rogue Room of the Educational Service 
Center (ESC). Please park in Lot #11. 
  
 

In the beginning portion of our meeting, we are happy 
to have as our guest speaker, Barbara Esch, Ph.D. of 
Esch Behavior Consultants, Inc. who will be speaking 
to us about the Intensive Toilet Training protocol.  
Dr. Esch will discuss  the main components of a data-
based intensive  toilet training program, prerequisites 
for participating in the toilet training and FAQs for par-
ents.  
 

In April, Steve Hamilton, Secondary Coordinator for 
Special Education ðTransition and Behavior Sup-
port for Kent ISD , will speak to parents about Transi-
tion and pre-planning with their child(ren) for life be-
yond Secondary Education. This meeting will be held 
on Thursday, April  15.   
 

Please feel free to tell parents and friends about our 
meeting.  We will hold our support group meeting after 
our guest speakersô presentations.  We encourage you 
to bring books, DVDs and share information about re-
cent conferences or workshops that you've attended. 

  
 

Kent Intermediate School District (KISD)  
2930 Knapp NE  

Grand Rapids, MI 49525  
 (616) 364 -1333  

www.kentisd.org  

 

Notice:  A monthly morning Support Group 
meeting has been added!  To be notified of  
the date and location of the March meeting, 
please email your contact information to us     
at asdsuppgrpkentcounty@yahoo.com. 
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We ask that parents arrange for childcare as 
this meeting is for parents/caregivers only.  

 

The email address for the Support Group is:  
asdsuppgrpkentcounty@yahoo.com 

To designate your donation, write in:  

Autism Support of Kent County,  

Grand Rapids, Michigan  
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Egg hunt, games, prizes, and a visit from the 

Easter Bunny!  Space available for an indoor  egg 

hunt, if necessary. Donuts and juice provided. 

Please RSVP your family name and number of 

adults and number of children  (very important) 

who will be attending to the ASK phone line at 

752 - 8577, no later than March 22.  Please speak 

clearly when you leave your voice message so we 

do not need to contact you for more information.  

Hope to see you there!  

ASK 

Easter  

Egg Hunt  
 

Saturday,  
March 27, 2010  

10:00 a.m. ñ Noon 
Countryside  

Elementary School  

 

Countryside Elementary   

8200 Eastern Ave SE  

 Byron Center, MI  



 
Autism Support of Kent County (ASK) is pleased to  
acknowledge a donation made to ASK from the David 
and Jayne VerLee Charitable Foundation in the 
amount of $1,000.00.   
 
We are very grateful for this  
generous donation.  We could 
not exist without the support of 
individuals and organizations 
who partner with us in our efforts 
to better the lives of persons 
with Autism Spectrum Disorder.  

Thank you for your generosity! 

 

You are invited to a free screening of the 
movie Including Samuel, in the Board Room 

of the Educational Service Center at KISD 
(Kent Intermediate School District),  

2930 Knapp Street NE, GR 49525 on  
Tuesday, March 16, from 6:30 until 9 pm.  

(Park in lot #11).   
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Stacy Pulley, M.S. CCC, Speech and Language Pa-
thologist currently working on professional develop-
ment with the Institute on Disability, will facilitate an 
open discussion on Inclusive Education , presuming 
competence in our children and changing our view of 
"disability" and education of people with challenges.      
www.includingsamuel.com 
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Sensory  Friendly  Films 

presents  
 

òDiary of a 
Wimpy Kidó 

 

Saturday, March 20   

10:00 a.m. 

AMC Star Grand Rapids  

3000 Alpine Avenue NW 

Grand Rapids  49544   

 

AMC Entertainment (AMC) and the Autism Soci-

ety have teamed up to bring families affected by 

autism and other disabilities a special opportunity 

to enjoy their favorite films in a safe and accept-

ing environment on a monthly basis. Sensory 

Friendly Films® premiered across the country in 

August 2008, and will continue this month with a 

showing of "Diary of a Wimpy Kidó on March 20. 

Tickets are $4 and can be purchased at the door 

on the day of the event.  
 

In order to provide a more accepting and comfort-

able setting for children with autism or other spe-

cial needs, AMC movie auditoriums will have their 

lights brought up and the sound turned down, 

families will be able to bring in their own gluten -

free, casein -free snacks, and no previews or ad-

vertisements will be shown before the movie. Ad-

ditionally, audience members are welcome to get 

up and dance, walk, shout or sing - in other words, 

AMCõs òSilence is GoldenÈó policy will not be en-

forced unless the safety of the audience is ques-

tioned.   

 

According to the American Academy of Child              
and Adolescent Psychiatry, 50% of children are 
bullied and l0% are victims of bullying on a regu-
lar basis.  Kids who have learning disabilities are 

especially vulnerable to bullying problems.  
 

For information about bullying and harassment,       
prevention, legal decisions about harassment, 
and effective ways to respond to bullying, visit  

www.wrightslaw.com/info/harassment.index.htm.  
 

Included are articles, campaigns, reports, and                   
resources to empower schools, parents, and kids 

to end bullying and childhood harassment. 



 

Autism  Support of Kent County  
 

and 
 

 West Michigan Whitecaps    
present 

 

Second Annual 

Autism Awareness Night 
 

 

Saturday, April 17, 2010 at 6:35 pm   

(gates open: 5:30 pm;  pre-game activities: 5:45 pm)  

West Michigan Whitecaps vs. Great Lakes Loons  

Fifth Third Ballpark: 4500 West River Drive, Comstock Park  
 

Event Includes:                                                                                                                                                             
ÅPre-game, ASK families allowed on the field for autographs & to play catch in the outfield.                                        

ÅThe first 100 kids to stop by the  ASK display table located in front of the Whitecaps Customer                                 

Service window will receive a coupon good for a free hotdog meal!  

ÅDuring the game, a specially designated short-term quiet area for ASK families.                                                                                                                                                       

ÅWhitecaps  Autism  Awareness  playersô jerseys auction. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                    

    Tickets start at only $5.00 each. $1.00 from every individual ticket sold will be donated to  
Autism Support of Kent County .  To purchase tickets, go to                                                                               

www.whitecapsbaseball.com                                                                                                          
and click on tickets.                                                                                                                                  

Or call (616) 784-4131 or 800-CAPS-WIN 
Don't miss a great day of baseball as your West Michigan Whitecaps  

support Autism Awareness!    

                                            

OWN YOUR OWN WHITECAPS  
AUTISM AWARENESS BASEBALL JERSEY!      

   Bid on the Whitecaps Autism Awareness jerseys that players are 
wearing during the game.  After the game, the jerseys will be auto-

graphed and sold to the highest bidder.  All proceeds from the 
sale of the jerseys will go to Autism  Support of Kent County . 
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http://www.whitecapsbaseball.com/
http://www.autismsocietyofkentcounty.org/index.htm

