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CALENDAR

Board Meetings 0
KISD Educ. Service Center,
6:30 p.m. Public welcome:

September 12, 2011
October 3, 2011
November 7, 2011
January 9, 2012
February 6, 2012
March 5, 2012

April 9, 2012

May 7, 2012

June 4, 2012

Events:
(Locations TBA)

Holiday Party
December 5, 2011
Easter Egg Hunt
March 24, 2012
Walk for Autism Awareness
April 29, 2012
Golf Classic
August 6, 2012

ASK Announces
Board of Directors
For 2011 o 2012

Richard Elias Il & President
Evette Pittman & Vice-President
Paul McNamara & Treasurer
Celia Andrus 0 Secretary/Newsletter Editor
Chris Boyd & Director
Scott Dwyer & Director
Jill Fouch & Director
Peggy Horan & Director
Lynne Kindy & Director
Carol Lippert & Director
Anthony Richtsmeier & Director
Chris Thomas 0 Director

See Board Member bios on pages 8 and 9.
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The ASD Parent Support Group will be meeting on Thurs-
. day, September 22nd, from 6:30 - 9:00 p.m. at KISD in the
Board Room of the Educational Service Center (ESC).
Please park in Lot #11. This will be our first support group
meeting of the school year! With the exception of this
meeting, our support group meetings are generally held on
the 3rd Thursday of the month.

Our guest speaker this month is Celia Andrus, a fellow
board member of Autism Support of Kent County (ASK).
Celia will speak about Rapid Prompting Method, also
known as RPM. RPM is a communication protocol, using a
"teach-ask" paradigm for eliciting responses through inten-
sive verbal, auditory, visual, and/or tactile prompts. RPM
presumes competence to increase students' interest, confi-
dence and self-esteem. RPM benefits those children/adults
who have poor motor planning, apraxia, etc., as not all stu-
dents can take readily to an i-Pad or other electronic assis-
tive devices. Celia was the former Board President of
H.A.L.O. (Helping Autism through Learning and Outreach),
the Austin-based organization providing RPM. She is also
the Director of Communications for the Golden Hat Founda-
tion. Celia will be bringing materials and will show a demon-
stration of the RPM protocol.

We will hold our support group meeting after our speaker's
presentation. Our group is a great place to share experi-
ences, information, resources, network, and to lend support
to each other. Please feel free to bring books to share, as
well as materials from recent conferences you may have
attended, or share information about new therapies that
you have learned about or tried. Parents are the greatest
resource for information. Please tell friends and family
about the Support Group and contact us if you have any
guestions.
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(616) 364 -1333
www.kentisd.org

To be notified of the date and location of the
monthly morning Parent Support Group meetings,
please email your contact information to us at
asdsuppgrpkentcounty@yahoo.com.

We ask that parents arrange for childcare as this
meeting is for parents/caregivers only. The email
address for the Support Group is:
asdsuppgrpkentcounty@yahoo.com

Heart of West Michigan United Way investors can

Heart of West Michigan

l » United Way

choose to designate all or part of their annual contri-
butions to Autism Support of Kent County. To desig-
nate your gift to ASK, use the United Way
Form and write:
Grand Rapids, Michigan.

Designation
Autism Support of Kent County,
Thank you!
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‘. Connor 0s | Fr
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Childrer’s 6:0G1 8:00 p.m.

Mussuon Attendance Free
A o with RSVP
Connor 6s F a speamldnght for chil- i
dren and families affected by autism, is Free Valet Park|ng

back again this year on Wednesday, No-
vember 16 from 6:00 6 8:00 p.m. at the
Grand Rapids Childrends Museum.

To prepare for the Con Mibendarse isRimitece n d sand ergservations

ning, both floors of the Museum will be are required t o attend Connor 6
modified to create unique spaces with spe- Friends.  This event is FREE for all

cial sensory activities. This year a grant families involved. Please note, if you are

from the Baldwin Foundation has provided unable to attend the event, please cancel

for the installation of large, permanent your reservation immediately to make

hanging roller shades to be used through- room for families on our waiting list.

out the Museum, reducing noise and visual

stimulation. A music therapist will also be For more information apout C
on hand during Connor 6 sFridhds,tenakkegyourtreservaiion,ror

form calming music and interact with the to volunteer at the event, please call

children. Special sensory activities will be 616 -235 -4726 ext. 212 or emall

added to the Museumods cur r enmsiere@datein.trg t s,
and themed activity tents will be on display
for children who wish to engage in individ-
ual play. Free valet parking will be pro-
vided, as well, to ease the transition be-
tween home and the Museum.

A special committee of autism experts
guided the planning of the unique spaces
so children will feel relaxed and at ease as
they play and explore. Nursing, occupa-
tional therapy, and education student vol-
unteers will also be on hand throughout
the evening.

This event was made possible by
Autism Support of Kent County
and Amway.
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AUTISM AWARENESS
PRODUCTS

Large Car Magnet
Size: 4" x 8"
$5.00

)

Mini Magnet Lapel Pin

Si ze: 20 XSize&t A 1/4" x 3/4"

$3.00 $5.00

To order your magnet(s) and/or
pin(s), please send a check or money
order payable to:

Autism Support of Kent County
P. O. Box 150348
Grand Rapids, Ml 49515

Shipping is included in the prices. Please
enclose correct total and specify items
ordered and complete delivery instructions.

Thank you!

Visit our website to view and/or
download the
Community Resource Directory

www.autismsupportofkentcounty.org

aAmoC

THEATRES.

Sensory Friendly Films

presents

oDol phin

INSPIRED BY THE AMAZING
TRUE STORY OF WINTER

T

sy
CONNICX, J% JUDD  KRISTOFTERSON

lehi;ﬁ"'omlg

J0

Saturday, October 1, 2011
10:00 a.m.
AMC Star Grand Rapids
3000 Alpine Avenue NW, GR 49544

Tickets are $4 and can be purchased
at the door on the day of the event.
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Join us at

)
One Gzrl s Treasure
eclectic and fashionable resale
LYON AT DIVISION IN DOWNTOWN GRAND RAPIDS

2011 6-11PM

We will be having a ‘Red carpet’ affair!
Come shopping, enjoy delightful
desserts and sip champagne while
listening to local musician, Brant Satala

20% -
Autism Support of Kent GCounty, Inc!
Come on down and shop for a good cause!
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7th Annual
Autism Support
of Kent County

Golf Classic

Highlands
Golf Club

August 1, 2011

This year 0s
had 72 participants
and raised over
$12,000!

LAKE MICHIGAN CREDIT
— b F— ;
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Thanks to our generous sponsors:

Gold 8 Thomas S. Fox Jewelers

Silver & Elias Dental, Mika Meyers Beckett and Jones, Miller Welding Supply,
and Trivalent Group

Bronze & Berends Hendricks Stuit, Chemical Bank , RHM Fluid Power, Spectrum Health,
Wells Fargo Advisors, and West Michigan Eyecare Associates

Friend & Rusty Elias/Jimmy John's of Davison, Ml

Special thanks to The High-
lands Golf Club, Golf Pro
Eric Rhea, Committee/

Volunteers Larry Andrus,
Amy Elias, Julie Minnema,
JoAnne Blok, Julie Godwin,
and Samantha Gauthier,
participants, sponsors, ASK
Board of Directors, and cash
and silent auction donors
for making this such a
successful event!

Following the 18 hole
scramble, golfers gath
ered in the clubhouse for
dinner, a silent auction,
prize drawings and
awards.



